Weekend and extende
closures for more train'

More weekend clo-
sures of the Gippsland
rall line and an extend-
ed closure of several
weeks are possible

before the upgrade of
the track and signalling
systermn is completed.

Passcnger service opera-
tor V/Line and the con-
tractor upgrading the line
lohn Holland Construc-
tions acknowledge there
is likely to be further ser-
vice disruptions, but =aid
there had not been any de-
cision when thess muay
QECur,

Acknowledging that the
signalling component of

the project was hehind
schedule, Johm Holland
group communications
manager Daniel Moloney
gaid clear access Lo the
track would meHn
“$wifter progress.

State Opposition trans-
port spokesman  Terry
Mulder last week claimed
Gippsland rail services
would not run on three
weekends next month -
October 1-2, 8-9 and 22-
23 and a three-week long
shutdown would occur
from Movember 3,

However, John Hofland
and V/Line deny any
datcs are locked n.

Mr Moloney said any

Gifts for China

Baw Baw Shire will present rwo paintings by
Crossover artist Kerrie Warren on their tour to the
shire’s sister city Jiujiang, China.

The [0 person delegation, which left on Friday, will
present the specially made paintings as a personal gift
from the Baw Baw Shire to the Jiujiang Municipal Peo-
ple’s Giovernment,

The delegation consists of Baw Baw Shire representa-
tives and local business people. They will return 10
Australia on September 100

hs Warren said the two paintings represented the link
between the two communities and are given in celebra-
tion of our [riendship and the hope that our craps will
always be plentiful,

The paantings are based on agriculture — just one of
the many connections that Warrggul and ujiang happi-
ly share.

The style of work is abstract expressionism and the
pamiings have been influenced by the beautiful rolling
green hills and crops that both of our communities are
tocky to be surrounded by,

I'he two works are in full color, full of life and growrh
—cells multiplying and giving birth to new life.

closures had to be agreed
between the lessee of the
track Pacific Mational, the
State (rovernment, Jlohn
Holland as the contractor
for the regional ral hink
project in Gippsland and
V/Linc, and there were
also co-ordination issues
with the metropolitan rail
pperator Connex. |
Communications 1man-
ager for V/Linc Dione
Lew also  siressed the
nomber of parties that
were involved in negotiat-
ing line closures and was
critical of any speculation
when these may be.
Speculaton 15 of no use
to passengers needing to
make travel plans and
WViLline would nol release

public until 1t could en-
sUre 1 was seourdle waed
relhahble, she sad,

“Our responsibility 15 to
mve passengers informa
tion that 5 timely and ac
curate, and we are stick
ing o that,” Ms Lew saic
in response to the specific
dates listed by Mr Mulder,

She said ViLine would
inform people (of any ling
closures) as soon as we
have information they can
relv an.

In addition W several
weekend closures of the
Gippsland line over the
past 18 months, train ser-
vices were replaced with
coaches for wine wesks
lasl vear for major track
reconstruction b accom-
modate tuture fast rail see-

any information to the
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Handing over the two paintings fo Baw Baw
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Shire chief execulive Glenn Pallerson s
Crossover artisf Kerrie Warmren.



